THE   PLATEAU

weakening, they were hard-pressed to pull
the lightened load,

On January I2th everybody was chilled
while unlashing the sledge and putting up
the tent. They imagined that the weather
had turned colder, but, to their surprise, when
they looked at the thermometer they found
that the temperature was higher than on the
previous night. That they suddenly felt the
cold in that manner is another indication of
their condition.

With the excitement of almost having
reached their goal they did not realise that
they were tiring. Indeed, on January I4th,
Scott specifically stated that they were all
very fit. When they felt the cold unex-
pectedly he attributed it to the exhaustion of
the march and a damp quality in the air.
When they found the hauling heavy they
blamed the surface, and though it was far
from good it cannot have been so bad as they
thought*

They travelled 75 miles in the six marches
from January loth to January I5th, and then
camped 30 miles from the Pole. That night
Scott wrote : c It is wonderful to think that
two long marches would land us at the Pole.
We left our depot to-day with nine days' pro-
visions, so that it ought to be a certain thing
now, and the only appalling possibility the
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